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5 March 1855

Holland, Michigan

Many members of the congregation of the First Reformed Church appeared at this
meeting of the Consistory. Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and wrote up the
minutes. Several people made it known to the Consistory that Abraham ICrabshuis was
unfit to serve as an elder. Protests were made against the election of some other
Consistory members. Van Raalte did his best to pour oil on troubled waters. These
minutes give a good picture of the feelings of many members of the congregation and
their divergence of points of view.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.
Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 121-125.
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Consistory Meeting held on March 5, 1855

Present were Elders Labots, Wilterdink, Apeldoorn, Hekhuis, and Broek; Deacons
Keppel, WilterdinIc and Plugger, as well as Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— Many members of the congregation were present and invited, in case they
had any matters for consideration, to present them. Several indicated that they desired to
present objections to the installation of elder- elect ICrabshuis. Others also expressed
objections to deacon-elect van Dijk. Church member Kieft asks why there has been no
objection against deacon-elect de Vries, because he lived in isolation from the church in
the Netherlands. This objection is resolved by the consistory. In addition, Brother de
Vries provides further information for those who were not aware of it. Brother de Vries,
however, declares that he himself has objections concerning his choice to serve as
deacon. He bases this on his incompetence, especially in prayer. The consistory, aware
that the brother does lead in prayer in his own family, decides that this objection is
inadequate and that (Brother de Vries) should accept this calling in prayerful reliance
upon the Holy Spirit for the necessary qualification. Brother de Vries
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submits to this judgment.
Brother te Roller, at the same time, indicates his concerns based on his inadequacy for
this office. The consensus of the consistory is that he must in humility use the gifts he
possesses for the welfare of the congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother ten Brink has objections to the election of Brother Krabhuis,
fearing that he (Krabhuis), by placing the doctrine of election on the foreground, is not
equipped to lead the congregation correctly with the gospel Binnenkant sustains this
objection, and asks at the same time whether Brother Krabhuithas retracted his public
writings against the pastors. These objections were supported by the brothers
Verplanken, D. Hekhuis, van Lente, Kroes, Visscher and sons. In addition, the
accusation is made that Brother Krabhuis remains in opposition to the pastors and that he
accuses them of being unreformed. At this point, a letter from Krabhuis to Rev. Bolks
admonishing him not to oppress the members whose faith is not strong as he had done in
a sermon when he asserted that our faith ought trnbe that of Eve, who said, "I have
received a man (child) from the Lord." These accusations lead to an extensive discussion
in which sharply differing opinions are expressed.
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Some of the brethren assert that the behavior and sentiments of Brother Krabhuis are in
conflict with the office of elder, because they are one-sided and lead to division in the
congregation.
On the other side, Rev. van Raalte points out that Brother Krabhuis has never been
criticized for his objections made publicly to Baxter (a controversial theologian of the
time). He adds that there were no personal accusations against Krabhuis and that within
the congregation there must be room for differences of opinion, especially in connection
with the teachings of Baxter, especially since in earlier times there were widely differing
opinions about Baxter presented by trustworthy people. He adds that, although Baxter
was used as a blessed instrument and was an outstanding writer, there are indeed some
expressions which we would not wish to endorse for ourselves. He adds that public
writings about congregational matters is neither prudent nor to be recommended. It is
difficult to prove that a sin has been committed which would justify nullifying the
election by the congregation.
He (van Raalte) adds that it is not advisable to assert that Brother Krabhuis, simply on the
ground of having written a letter to Rev. Bolks about deviation from proper doctrine,
should
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be prevented from serving as an officebearer. Each individual has the right of a differing
opinion and may give fraternal admonition. Although many will judge the letter to be the
product of unrighteous conduct, it is totally inappropriate that a confidential letter be
made public. Although the way in which (1Crabhuis) handled the matter cannot be
approved, there will be many who look upon his views as in harmony with healthy
Calvinistic principles, especially since it is necessary that a truth such as the doctrine of
election must be carefully presented; also because the doctrine itself is difficult for our
human understanding.
The presentation of the Reformed faith calls for careful evaluation and it is a good thing
that there are individuals who are alert to these matters. Intolerance and pre-judgment, on
both sides of the issue, lead to party spirit and dishonor both sides, For this reason, no
zealantry gives us the right
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to harass one party, especially as is the case here when good and outstanding principles of
doctrine and practical service of God are being defended.
Sharp differences continuing and no agreement being reached, it was decided that each
one will make this a matter of prayer and reflection with further discussion at.a
subsequent meeting.
Upon this the meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Holland, March 9, 1855
In the presence of J. Labots and Brother Jonker and Rev. van Raalte, profession of faith
was made by the following persons: Jan de Vries, Lambertus van Dis, and Francina van
Dis, Jannes ten Have, and Trijntje ten Have, Jan Dirk Bloemers, Harm Plaggemars, and
Hendrik Jan Plaggemars.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
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